Name: ______________________

NOTE-SHEET for Responding to a Short Story
Title of story: __________________________________________________________________
1. Read around the text. What information about the story does it potentially provide?


 2. Write 2 to 5 questions that you have about the text. (Something you would like clarified, elaboration of, etc.) 


3. Deconstruct the title and explain what you think it means. (Remember to look at all words and what they could mean on their own and as a group)



4. Which narrator is being used? Consider and discuss BOTH the advantages and limitations of the use of this type of narrator in this story. 


5. Identify and explain the setting. How does it move the story along? Does it hold any meaning? 


6. Explain who the main character(s) are and how they are characterized. Described these personal traits and how you know they are like this. Are the characters named? What do their names mean? If they have no names, what does that mean?


7. What is the MAIN conflict? Is it resolved? If so, how? If not, then why not? Make an educated guess! Consider the different types of conflicts we have discussed.


8. Identify at least TWO literary techniques you found (eg. symbolism, metaphor, foreshadowing, diction etc) and explain how they are used in the story. Refer to your literary techniques package.


9. Name as many themes/meanings which represents the totality of the story—from beginning to end. Begin with Big Ideas that you see and explain what the author is saying about these ideas.



10. Consider possible connections you can make between the text and things going on around the world and/or other literature you may be familiar with. (Literature can be stories, articles, songs, poetry, etc.) Make links to Literary theories that we have examined (feminist, Marxist, psychological)





